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Critical Qa 0 Uon cn MX Still 




w3»EE8^^ 

whetl3^»dbi^ the “dense pecK* sp^oouise 

basing planTorthe MX missileibut^ cialista are members *ofcg,! spead^Force believes tirnt >70, percentage, 
(Hiirn’inirb and ’intelligence panel appointed byAVeihberget ahd^.'T.lypC miMilee wouldsurviye. 
SSSdiffer^n .C*!^d6d7^Univeisi^^'i^ufon^^^The general optomism^bout goh'^ 

questions Hop long will it taJ»Mo£-fpKysfc& Charles H.Townes;Fortiie:^^ tbe j 

cow to develop a «unter*ti^ v new^^ panelists are saen- president personally -yrants MX, and . 

tmiLimr nBfi° JA^^ti^ynyi rlring iwitaide govemmentor p.because the Townes panel, officials 

That*wouki determinelhow topgttrTonner defense and military officials.' g* Mid, i. reported ; tfiafe the existing^ 
dense pack, at' a cost bfcmwtiiah ^ i^InCtteiriassessmen^ pffi«ads ex-.^Sqvietvmm.ile fcwcevplus Moscow's. 
$25 biUioQf might be effectivebefoi* Townes committee mem^rojected force tbnwgh>this decader* 

either ao^exoansion oc,an>imti-inis- • v beritcompared only- the? technical .^vpuld not be-_em^b .to overcome 
«ae defense sy stem wouldibe/ re- 7 : ^Mbilities of the SovieftJnion mitf ? j-W«He pack.' Thej&Sqviete, ^officials 
ouiredftoBtot^it , ^-thailfeited States. The ^^mtelligenc b r -;^^ eVe<c.do no|£tev» { thei precise ^ 

SkantzirEB^deputy chief of staff.for agehdes took into accduntother fi^/tbat would berequired to«rry out »* 
researdrSdevelopment,'saidin an- ' tors; sudi as resource problems and; j^ui^taneous aj^tattack. - * 
interview^fliat. “the ,-. difference of , inefficiencies in the Soviet system.; ft.The administration has ^argued _ 
opmion"^bout the timi^would ^that'could delay development 6f so^;:H^the cumnt Am«i(»n force- of 
take Moscow, at least theoretically," phisticated new weapons*: , flglfiMi Mmuteman mmiles, spread , 
to react'toTdense pack and develop a V ^According, to a presidential direct /^across the Northwest, is wlnerable^ 
threat againstft ^nges from, eight tiv^ Weinberger is ' ««W)«ed .^.to Sowet attack, and the Air Force,. 

i„ tr vpars.” malm his recommendation bn MX ,.- says dense pack, will. create uncer- 

ThaUdftference. he said, % the basing to the White House by Nov. ^lainty for Soviet war planners; ' # 

maior tiiiS 3 vie£ be- 11 iS Air Force made its final pre^ special subpanel o^he Townes^ 

tween someof the independent tech- sehtation in favor of dense pack to- ^.committee, howevw^Mid there were £ 

nical people who have looked at MX Weinberger last month.. Weinberger .- some tilings the-Sovietn eventual^ 

versus the perception of the people - has kept his personal views to him- : >v;could do^to overcome dense pack. 
in the intelligence community.” • • self- during previous- deliberations Most bothersome, .Air Force officers 

In thelview of technical special- about where to put the MX, and Airv; said/ is the pwe^.timt:. Moscow^ 
fete, if Prudent Reagan makes a Force officers say 

decision in fever of dense pack and his views now. , :&* J«*wda 

asks Congress in December to sup- .Within the Air Force ^and the ^.ground - after ; impact The under- * 
port MX" deployment based on this White House, howevar^-tlfere- » a-/ pwrf «!*»»» a "*2$ 

schemertho Soviets could conceiv- general sense of optimism that dense, by missile silo but. avoid- the blaster 

ably 'field a counter-weapon by late >. pack will get a. go-ahead, ^thoi^h timt would_ ^knock: mm» jn<»ming|, 

1 QQO if th^beean work right away. there also is a feeling that Weinber- warheads ofF course.-^ , ^ ; r v ^ ^ 

™, t ^KTrS «C,“ four ger- remains -oncomfortabte- «jth Jha rtast.. most.-,lreuW«ome,: 
years after lha Air Fora’s 1986 Ur- the plan, ss one ofIMal,j)Ut it . One offei* sa>d, would be nmnauvarabla.; 

get for fielding the first of 100 MX senior officer, not Skanta,/said he ^missile warheads wluch could adjust 
intercontinental missiles in new su- believes “if Weinberger had his dru- their course for greater accuracy and 

perhSdened -underground silos, them, he’d kill it" . ; tims use smaUer atomicexplosives 

Undercurrent plan^it wiU take Dense pack, officially known that also would reduce effects on the . 
three years, until 1989, to complete “closely spaced basing, would bunch follow-up Soviet strikes..-. • .. . 

that MXdeolovment ; the new MX missile silos close to- .The Townes panel, according to 

* If the intelligence community is gether. The Soviets would not be Air Force official^apeed timt,,^ 


general sense of optimism that dense, 
pack will get a .go-aheab, -although 
there also is a feeling that Weinber- 
ger remains “uncomfortable* with 
the plan, as one official.put it One 
senior officer, not Skantze,/said he - 
believes “if Weinberger had his dru- 
thers, he’d kill it* 

Dense pack, officially known as 
“closely spaced basing * would bunch 
the new MX missile silos close to- 
gether. The Soviets would not be 
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